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In re Application of: 
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MULTI-USER ACCESS TO THE 
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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE UNDER 37 CFR §1.116 



MAIL STOP AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 




In response to the outstanding Final Office Action mailed January 13, 2004, 
please amend the above-identified Application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims that begins 
on page 2 of this paper. 

Amendments to the Drawings begin on page 6 of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 7 of this paper 
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Docket No, ER 1604.02 US PATENT 
USSN: 09/874.450 Art Unit: 2673 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in 
the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method for accessing f u n ct i ona l ity of a 
eonsumor accessing a device comprising: 

access i ng o oooond otato of a contro lle r, th e s eoond - stato boing octab li chod 
ucing bio motr i c i nput of a s e cond user 

rece i v i ng bio - metr i c input of a firct ucor i nto a b i o - motrio ucor i dent i fication 
i nput component of tho eontro lle r; 

est abli s hing a system state of tho ^ contro ll or, the syst e m otato boing a 
previous used state by th e- f i ret u se r or a state s i m il ar to tho previous used stato: 

CtTTCT 

provid i ng accocc to funct i ona li ty of th e system otato of a consumer dov i co 
us i ng tho c o ntrol le r by th e first us e r. 

providing a controller having a bio-metric component: 

providing access to the functionality of one or more devices bv use of said 
controller, said access being dependent upon bio-metric input of a first user 
entered into said bio-metric input component; and 

providing access to the functionality of one or more devices bv use of the 
controller, said access being dependent upon bio-metric input of a second user 
entered into the input component said bio-metric input of the second user being 
entered after said bio-metric input of the first user. 

wherein said controller is programmed to present the second user upon log- 
on thereto, a state substantially similar to or the same as a previous state that was 
in effect at the end of a previous use of the controller bv the second user. 



PAGE 6/14 * RCVD AT4W2G04 6:08:35 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTMFXRF-1I3 ' DNIS:8729306 * CS!D:949 660 1801 ' DURATION (mm-ss):04<30 



Sent by: 949 660 1601 ; 04/08/04 3: 1 0PM; Jfeffex #461 ;Page 7/14 



x - 



Docket No, ER 1604.02 US 
USSN: 09/874.450 

Claims 2-16 (cancelled) 

Claim 17 (currently amended): A controller comprising: 
a bio-metric Input component; and 
a graphical display; 

whoro i n tho control le r, upon l og - on - by a fi f st -tise r? io programm e d to e nt e r a 
previous used stat e by th e fir s t ucor or a ctato o i milarto the prev i ous uood stato by 
tho first u s er, 

whoroin oaid log on occurs i n response to th e first us e r I nputt i ng bio - m e tric 
i nput into tho b i o motric input component 

a system state for a first user being dependent upon a bio-metric input of 
said first user entered into said bio-metric input component wherein said system 
state for said first user is the same or substantially similar to a previous state of 
said controller that was in effect at the end of a previous use of said controller by 
said first user: and 

a system state for a . sec o n d jj s er being dependent upog a , b[ o- metrjc input 
of said second user entered into said bio-metric jpput component wherein said 
system state for said second user is the same or substantially similar to a previous 
state of said controller that was in effect at the end of a previous use of said 
controller by said second user. 

Claims 18-70 (cancelled) 



PATENT 

Art Unit: 2673 



Claim 71 (new): The method of claim 1 wherein said bio-metric inputs of 
said first and second users are voice inputs. 
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Claim 72 (new): The controller of claim 17 wherein said bio-metric inputs of 
said first and second users are voice inputs. 



Claim 73 (new): The method of claim 1 wherein said bio-metric inputs of 
said first and second users are voice fingerprint inputs. 

Claim 74 (new): The controller of claim 17 wherein said bio-metric inputs of 
said first and second users are fingerprint inputs. 

Claim 75 (new): The method of claim 1 wherein said bio-metric inputs of 
said first and second users are retinal scans. 

Claim 76 (new): The controller of claim 17 wherein said bio-metric inputs of 
said first and second users are retinal scans 

Claim 77 (new): The method of claim 1 wherein said bio-metric inputs of 
said first and second users are signature based inputs. 

Claim 78 (new): The controller of claim 17 wherein said bio-metric inputs of 
said first and second users are signature based inputs. 

Claim 79 (new); The method of claim 1 wherein said bio-metric inputs of 
said first and second users are means for uniquely identifying a user. 

Claim 80 (new): The controller of claim 17 wherein said bio-metric inputs of 
said first and second users are means for uniquely identifying a user. 
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Claim 81 (new): The method of claim 1 wherein said bio-metric inputs of 
said first and second users are facial inputs. 

Claim 82 (new): The controller of claim 17 wherein said bio-metric inputs of 
said first and second users are facial inputs. 
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USSN: 09/874.450 Art Unit: 2673 

AMENDMENT TO THE DRAWING FIGURES 

The Examiner has accepted Figures 1-6 in prior office actions and refused 
to enter Figures 7-11. Applicant hereby cancels Figures 7-11. Applicant believes 
that current Figures 1-6 are acceptable and supported by the original disclosure. 
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PATENT 
Art Unit: 2673 



REMARKS 

This Amendment is in response to the Office Action mailed January 13, 
2004, Claims 1,13, 14, 17, 27, 33-35, 45, and 67-70 are pending in the present 
application. Applicant has cancelled claims 2-16 and 18-70. Applicant has 
submitted new claims 71-82. In the Office Action, the Examiner objected to the 
drawings, rejected claims 1, 13, 14, 27, 33-35, 45, and 67-70 under 35 U.S.C. § 
112, first paragraph, and claims 1, 13, 14, 17, 27, 33-35, 45 and 67-70 under 35 
LLS.C. § 103. Applicant has canceled claims 2-16 and 18-70, amended claims 1 
and 1 7, and added claims 71 -82. Applicant responds as follows. 

I. REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF FINAL REJECTION 

Applicant hereby requests reconsideration under MPEP section 706.07(d) 
as being premature. The Applicant petitioned the Commissioner on November 24, 
2003, and the Commissioner has not yet responded. Therefore, Applicant filed a 
Request for Continued Examination to keep the present Application pending, but 
expected the Commissioner to decide on the Petition before a final rejection. 
Without a decision from the Commissioner, it would have been impossible for 
Applicant to know; (1 ) if claim amendments were necessary, (2) if so, the scope of 
the claim amendments that should be made, and (3) on the basis of which figures 
those claim amendments would find support. Applicant believes the 
Commissioner's decision would have materially affected both the claims and 
specification of the present application. Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests 
that the final rejection be withdrawn. 
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II. REJECTION UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 

The Examiner rejected claims 1, 13, 14, 27, 33-35, 45, and 67-70 under 35 
U.S.C. §1 12, first paragraph, as containing subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled 
in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, has 
possession of the claimed invention. 

Applicant has cancelled claims 13, 14, 27, 33-35, 45, and 67-70 so the 
rejection is moot with respect to those claims. Claim 1 has been amended. 
Amended claim 1 has limitations similar to claim 1 of US Patent No. 6,256,019 
from which the present application claims priority. Applicant believes amended 
claim 1 is in a condition for allowance for the same reasons stated by the 
Examiner in paragraph 8, page 7 (paper number 9) of application serial number 
09/280,524, now US Patent No. 6,256,019, from which the present application 
claims priority. For the same reason, amended claim 17 should also be in a 
condition for allowance. 

III. REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The Examiner rejected claims 1, 13, 14, 17, 27, 33-35, 45 and 67-70 under 
35 U.S,C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent No. 5,990,803 issued to 
Park, In view of US Patent No. 5,920 f 642 issued to Merjanian, in further view of 
Applicant's admitted prior art (AAPA). Applicant has cancelled claims 13, 14, 27, 
33-35, 45 and 67-70 so the rejection is moot with respect to those claims. 

Claims 1 and 17 have been amended. Amended claims 1 and 17 have 
limitations similar to claim 1 of US Patent No. 6,256,019 from which the present 
application claims priority. Applicant believes amended claims 1 and 17 are in a 
condition for allowance for the same reasons stated by the Examiner in paragraph 
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8, page 7 (paper number 9) of application serial number 09/280,524, now US 
Patent No. 6,256,019, from which the present application claims priority. 

Therefore, Applicant believes that independent claims 1 and 17 and their 
respective dependent claims are distinguishable over the cited prior art references. 
Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests the rejections under 35 U,S,C. § 
1 03(a) be withdrawn. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the amendments and remarks made above, it is respectfully 
submitted that the pending claims are in condition for allowance, and such action 
is respectfully solicited. If it is believed that a telephone conversation would 
expedite the prosecution of the present application, or clarify matters with regard 
to its allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned attorney at the 
number listed below. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any required 
fees associated with this Communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 04-1 175. 



DISCOVISION ASSOCIATES 
Intellectual Property development 
P. O, BOX 19616 
IRVINE, CA 92623 
(949)660-5000 



P:\ABG\PP D\ER\1 604\02\arm encL06.<loc 



Dated: March 1 5. 2004 




Micah Goldsmith, Esq. 
Reg. No. 43,638 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O, Box 1450 
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RE: Request for Continued Examination 

U.S. Patent Application Serial No.: 09/874,450 
Filing Date: June 5, 2001 
Confirmation No.: 6282 

Title: METHOD OF CONTROLLING MULTI-USER ACCESS TO THE 
FUNCTIONALITY OF CONSUMER DEVICES 
Inventor: David E. Allport 

Attorney Docket No.: ER 1604.02 US 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed for filing please find the following documents: 

1. RCE Transmittal Form (1 page); 

2. Fee Transmittal for FY 2004 (1 page); 

3. Copy of Amendment and Response Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 (10 pages), filed 
March 15, 2004; 

4. Cover Letter (Document Control No. 6S284S); 
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Please acknowledge receipt of this transmittal. 



Very truly yours, 
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(703) 872-9306 on: 
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Reg. No. 43,638 
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